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that they had not meant anything by it, and
begged that the resignations might be withdrawn.
But they were not withdrawn, though after a few
months the incident was almost forgotten. The
young man Grayson disappeared, and the Labour
Movement saw that Hardie was right when he
had said :
"What the Capitalist class fears is not
neurotic shouting, but steady, plodding, under-
mining work, which will bring the whole
structure about their heads."
Of this work he was able to do less and less.
He took a cure, on doctors' urging, " settled
down to the task of getting well as I would to the
fighting of a by-election,53 dressed and undressed
six or seven times a day to undergo treatment
of one kind or another. He felt that " to leave
the job half-finished would be fair neither to
myself nor to those who look to me for guidance.**
Some days " the Angel of Hope was on the wing/*
on other days ce Giant Despair is around, then
both the present g,nd the future are bleak and
grey.5' What was he to do with the leisure which
his doctors forced upon him ? He must take it
easy, they said. He who had never worked at
any but die fullest pressure ! He could not trust
himself to go slow ; yet he knew that, if he went
at his usual pace, he must collapse. He decided
on a trip round the world, though he was, he
confessed ruefully, <e an indifferent sailor." He